
 

  

Happy Birthday! 

Hamburg forward 

In this issue >>> 

Randy and new governor, Kathy Hochul celebrate birthdays   What’s New: Happy Birthday! 

A History Lesson: Volunteer Firefighting 

Volunteer: Help Write Postcards 

Help Wanted: Become a Police Officer 

Reminder: Get Your Yard Signs! 

Event: Give the Gift of Life 

Fundraiser: The Happy Hour Tour 2021 

Donate: The Race is Heating Up 

Updates: Campaign Timeline 

Call to Action: Get Ready to Vote 

Stay Connected: Get Online  

Did you know that Randy and our new governor, Kathy Hochul, have birthdays in August?  

 

On Wednesday, August 18, Randy and Governor Hochul both celebrated their birthdays 

at their respective fundraisers.  

 

Randy’s party was at the Armor Inn Tap Room, where the Hoak family lived when he was 

a child. Thank you to all who came out to help him celebrate and wish a very happy birthday 

to our favorite candidate!  

 

And good luck to our 57th, first ever female Governor of New York and Hamburg native, 

Kathy Hochul! 
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Randy with his mom, Jackie, and his sister, Karen, at his Birthday Bash Fundraiser Braymiller Market 

The Armor Inn Tap Room 
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Volunteer Fire Departments (VFDs) are the backbone of fire protection in the United States. A VFD performs fire suppression 

and other related emergency services for a local jurisdiction on a volunteer basis. Members of VFDs are expected to be on-

call or to respond to emergency calls for long periods of time, and to participate in non-emergency duties such as equipment 

maintenance, trainings, and fundraising. Volunteers work for no compensation, unlike professional career firefighters, who are 

paid a full salary for their duties.  

 

It is estimated that volunteer firefighting services save localities across the nation $128 billion dollars per year.  

 

The Town of Hamburg is served by nine VFDs: Hamburg, Blasdell, Lake View, Scranton, Newton-Abbott, Big Tree, Lake 

Shore, Woodlawn, and Armor. The Town of Hamburg Fire Chiefs’ Association also administers a Water Rescue Team and 

the Southtowns Haz-Mat Team. The proliferation of VFDs in Hamburg reflects how populations settled the different areas of 

the town.  

 

Hamburg’s first three VFDs are covered below. Next month, we’ll share a few more!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A history lesson >>> 

Township of Hamburg: Volunteer Firefighting 
 
This month we look at the history of volunteer firefighting in the Town of Hamburg.  

Hamburg Village VFD 

The young Village of Hamburg was the first area in the town to organize 

a system of fire protection, which previously had been the responsibility 

of property owners. In 1874, able-bodied men were recruited to form a 

volunteer fire brigade. The Village provided a hand pumper for the first 

VFD in the Village of Hamburg.  

 

Four years later, a volunteer fire company was formed with many of the 

men involved in the fire brigade. The new fire company had 24 members 

and a hand-drawn hook and ladder wagon, which was first stored in 

rented space in a local barn. The following year, the Village gave funds 

to buy land for a storage barn on Center Street. In 1885, the two existing 

hook and ladder companies were disbanded, and the reorganized 

“Hamburg Fire Company” was formed.   

 

 

Hook and Ladder Co. No. 1 

Blasdell VFD 

In 1905, five years after its incorporation, the Village of Blasdell was ravaged by an uncontrolled fire. Blasdell needed its 

own fire department, so the Village founded the Blasdell Volunteer Fire Department. Less than two months later, a fire broke 

out in the office of the Frontier Telephone Company. It was quickly doused using the new department’s hand extinguisher, 

resulting in only $50 damage. 

 

Lake View VFD 

Similarly, the Lake View Fire Department was 

founded in 1924, after a fire in the Congregational 

Church was put out by an old-fashioned “bucket 

brigade” before help could arrive from Hamburg. 

Residents saw there was a need for closer 

assistance, and the VFD was organized, using two 

donated forty-gallon soda and acid tanks on a hand-

drawn cart.   

 

Soon after, a 1916 Cadillac touring car was 

converted into a fire truck, and the tanks were 

mounted on it. 

Hamburg Volunteers with Hand-Drawn Pumper 

Lake View firemen with hand-drawn cart 

1916 Converted Cadillac Touring Car, with chemical tanks 



  

Help Write Postcards 

Reminder >>> 

We need you! 
Summer is winding down, and we’re gearing up for the fall 

campaign. This is a very critical time in the election 

process. Our new postcards are here, and we desperately 

need volunteers to write them! 

 

Our goal is to mail 2,000+ postcards by October 7. So, 

it’s all hands-on deck! Here’s how it will work: 

 

 

Join us for the second stop on our Happy 

Hour Tour 2021 on Wednesday, 

September 29 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 

JP’s Pub in Lake View. 

 

Tickets are $25 per person, and 

sponsorships are available starting at 

$100.  

 

Reserve and purchase your tickets or a 

sponsorship today for the second stop of 

the tour. 

 

The last stop will be in October so stay 

tuned for more information on how to 

purchase tickets for that event. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

The Happy Hour Tour 
2021 Continues 

Volunteer >>> 

Get Your Yard Signs! 
We’re grateful to all of you who have been storing your yard signs since Randy’s Primary victory 

in June. You’ve helped us save quite a bit of money, so thank you!  

 

Now, it’s time to get your signs out of storage and get them ready to put in your yard! Mark your 

calendar for September 23 – this is the first date you can display your yard sign in support of 

Randy. 

 

If you don’t have a sign but want one, no problem! Visit www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com and 

fill out a request form. Your sign will be delivered to you in time to display in September. 

Hoak for Hamburg is sponsoring another 

blood drive with ConnectLife on Monday, 

September 20 from 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

at the Hamburg Moose Lodge located at 

45 Church Street in the Village of 

Hamburg.  

 

If you can give and help save 3 lives with 

your donation, please sign-up for an 

available spot today! You will receive a 

Buffalo Bills mini pennant as a “thank you” 

for your donation and be entered into a 

drawing to win a framed autographed 

pennant. Thank you for giving the gift of 

life! 

Give the Gift of Life 

• You’ll receive a packet of 50 postcards and some facts about Randy and his campaign 

• You’ll write a few facts on each postcard (get creative!) and return them to our 
Volunteer Director 

• We’ll stamp and mail the cards – it’s that easy!   
 

If you can help, please contact our Volunteer Director, Ruth Hasseler, via email at 

rbhasseler@aol.com or send her a message on Facebook. Or you can sign-up at 

www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com to be a volunteer.  

 

If 50 cards are too much, split them up among family and friends. It’s a great feeling to help 

elect the only candidate who can help #MoveHamburgForward. Thank you to everyone who 

has helped and supported the campaign! 

Help Wanted >>> 

May the “Force” Be with You 
Become a Hamburg Police Officer 

The Town of Hamburg is served and protected by a corps 

of highly capable, professional police officers. We are very 

grateful to the men and women who keep us safe every day. 

And Randy is committed to keeping our police fully 

funded with the officers and equipment they need to do 

this important job.  

Joining the police force can be a complicated process. The bar is high because the stakes are 

high. You must be at least 21 years old, a U.S. citizen, graduated high school or have a high 

school equivalency certificate, and be in good physical and mental condition. You must also 

have completed 30 hours of coursework. (Tip: Hilbert College in Hamburg offers courses in 

criminal justice that are popular with people seeking to join the force). Special allowances are 

made for military veterans. Experience can stand for some of the coursework. Please review 

the full list of qualifications if you are interested. 

 

Being a police officer is a civil service job, so you’ll need to take the Civil Service Exam. More 

information can be found on the Civil Service website. You’ll also want to check out “A Guide 

for the Written Test for the Entry-Level Law Enforcement Officer Series,” available on the New 

York State website. 

 

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/hoak-happy-hour-tour
http://www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com/
https://www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com/events
https://www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com/events
mailto:rbhasseler@aol.com
http://www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com/
https://www2.erie.gov/employment/index.php?q=exams/police-officer-0
https://www2.erie.gov/employment/index.php?q=exams/police-officer-0
https://www.cs.ny.gov/
https://www.cs.ny.gov/testing/testguides.cfm
https://www.cs.ny.gov/testing/testguides.cfm


 

 
The General Election on November 2 is less than 2 months away and we continue to have 

the support of the Hamburg community. Thank you to all who have donated and continue 

to do so! 

 

But we need to put our foot on the gas because the race is heating up. There is so much 

at stake and Hamburg can’t afford to move backwards. We must #MoveHamburgForward. 

 

If you love this community and want to keep improving it, then we need your help! Please 

consider donating any amount – one-time or recurring – to help our campaign elect 

Randy Hoak as our next Hamburg Town Supervisor! You can also attend our fundraisers, 

participate in events, volunteer, put up a yard sign, canvass door-to-door, or host a meet 

and greet to get the word out that Randy is the one who will #MoveHamburgForward. 

 

Donate today through ActBlue via the “Donate” button on our website, or send a check 

made payable to Hamburg for Hoak and mail to 17 Crownview Terrace, Unit C, Hamburg, 

NY 14075. 

Staying connected >>> 

The Race is Heating Up  

Donate >>> 

Websites: 

www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com 

www.townofhamburgny.com 

www.blasdell.org 

www.villagehamburg.com 

www.hamburghistoricalsociety.org 

 

Email: 

info@randyhoakforsupervisor.com 

 

Facebook: 

Randy Hoak for Hamburg Supervisor 

Hamburg NY for Hoak  

Hamburg Village Bike Rides 

 

Twitter:  

Hoak4Supervisor 

 

Instagram:  

Hoak4Supervisor 

 

YouTube: 

Hoak4Supervisor 

 

Donate: 

ActBlue 

Updates >>> 

Campaign Timeline 

August 5 
Randy appears on 

The Square Podcast 
August 18 

Randy’s Birthday Bash at 
the Armor Inn Tap Room 

August 25 
Randy showing support 

for the CWA 

August 1 
Randy attends 
Meet & Greet 
House Party 

August 25 
Randy canvassing 

in Lake View 

August 11 
Randy canvassing in 
Carnegie Scranton 

August 24 
Kathy Hochul sworn in 
as 57th and first female 

governor of NY 

Randy, Dave Boswell & Town Supervisor, Jim Shaw 

Call to Action >>> 

Get Ready to Vote 
The General Election is on November 2 and early voting takes place October 23-31, so if you 

or someone you know needs to register to vote or get an absentee ballot, do it now! Go to 

Erie County Board of Elections website for more information. 

http://www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com/
http://www.townofhamburgny.com/
http://www.blasdell.org/
http://www.villagehamburg.com/
http://www.hamburghistoricalsociety.org/
mailto:info@randyhoakforsupervisor.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hoak4Supervisor/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/225410448865703
https://www.facebook.com/groups/262886994959025
https://twitter.com/Hoak4Supervisor
https://www.instagram.com/Hoak4Supervisor/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnhO1-u2u0s7g_73TOB9Hng
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/hamburg-for-hoak-1
https://www.elections.erie.gov/

